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Dear Praying Friends, March 2009

“And |, i f I be Iifted up f (Jobrm2:3)h e

Although Jesus was referring to His physical death, burial, and resurrection, there is certainly a
spiritual application in this passage. The salutation of our ministry correspondence for these
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12:32. Since our arrival here in Belize, | have found myself reminding God more and more
frequently that this is the criteria upon which His work shall be established and accomplished.
Amidst a world of religious hopelessness, | am certainly striving to uphold my portion of the
declaration to lift Him up.

We have witnessed the hand of God in our work here right from the very beginning. Upon our
arrival on Thursday, the 19" of February, we very quickly settled into our home with what few
things that we had brought with us on the airplane. The next two days were very busy trying to
finalize the arrangements for a meeting place. We were able to secure a local convention
center, without electricity, which cost us $225.00 every day that we occupied the building.
Needless to say, the building was a little overbearing in size, and the cost was much more than |
wanted to pay. Nevertheless, it was an opportunity given to us by God, and it kept us from the
beating sun and the pouring rain for three Sundays.

As | have mentioned in past correspondence, we managed to gather a small group of 14 people
together during a short visit here back in July. Those people were very eagerly awaiting our
arrival and have been participating in our church services. The attendance of our very first
Sunday morning service on the 22™ of February was 18 people, and the attendance of our fifth
Sunday morning service was 38. The Sunday evening service usually correlates in number with
the morning service, give or take one or two. There have been a total of 54 Belizean people
attend our church, but they have not all attended at one time.

There have been 7 people trust Christ since our arrival and others who have received the
assurance of their salvation.

We are now meeting in a house that is less than 400 square feet in size. We have had to remove
an interior wall, and we will need to add on for more space before too much longer. This also
was a gift from God; it is only costing us $100.00 per month, plus water and electricity. Now
that we have a somewhat permanent place to meet, we have just started a midweek service, at
which there were 17 people in attendance.
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The remainder of our time this past month has been spent logistically with the details of work

visas and our container of household goods and ministry supplies.

Praise the Lord that our

efforts have not been obstructed by major difficulties thus far, thanks to the faithful and
consistent work of our prayer partners.

The news is spreading that there is a new church started in the district. We have an ongoing

advertisement in the newspaper, and | was able to advertise on a local cable station at no cost

to me.

There are some things that | would like for you to continue to help us pray about:

1.

We are praying about the possibility of having our services played on a local television
station.

We are praying that God will show us the property on which to build a house and church
building. This property will also facilitate the future growth and expansion of our ministry.
| have had several people wanting to sell us land, but | am waiting for the LORD to direct us
in those regards.

Pray that our visas are approved in a timely manner.

As the church continues to grow rapidly, we will need more transportation to shuttle
people back and forth to church.

Now that my family is settled and most of our logistical matters are cared for, | will be able
to spend more time on the streets visiting people; please pray that God will continue to
open doors that will allow us to meet peopleQ needs and share with them the Gospel.

Thank you for all of your prayers and faithfulness. We do not take for granted the effort that
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continue to bless all your endeavors for Him.

Making Much of Jesus,

Missionary Mike Leonard
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