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Dear Praying Friends,                                                                                      January 2010 

άAnd I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.έ  (John 12:32) 

In correspondence past I have requested prayer that God would send us men.  We 

started with one man who had a desire to see other men come to Christ.  We now have 

ten to fifteen men every week, and eight of them are very faithful.  We are now holding 

Bible studies four nights a week for those who desire to increase their spiritual growth 

more rapidly.  On February 22nd we will reach our one-year mark of the Shining Light 

Baptist Church.  In the past year, we have witnessed 45 people trust Christ as their 

personal Saviour with 8 ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

awaiting repairs to be made on the baptistery so that they can be Biblically baptized as 

well.  

We are moving forward with our building program as finances allow. The first 

structure to be built was going to be a 24 X 48 tabernacle-type structure; however, due to 

recent rapid and consistent growth, our first building will be a 48 X 60.  As new people 

come and visit the services, it is quite common for them to return with a visitor of their 

own. The Sunday morning attendance has now grown to over 100, with the Sunday and 

Wednesday evening averaging between 60 and 70.  Three of our faithful men have asked 

to be personally trained on how to share with others about the hope that is within them.  

There are about 30 people involved in a Bible-memory program; these people range in 

age from three years old to adults.  When someone completes the program, they will 

have memorized 193 verses, to include all of Psalm 119.  This program was started about 

eight months ago, and a 14-year-old girl was recently the first one to complete the task.  

Those involved are given rewards along the way, but upon completion they receive a 

wide-margin Cambridge text Bible.  The idea of having room in their Bible to take notes 

has sparked eagerness in many to take part in this endeavour. 

άTwo are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.έ 

(Ecclesiastes 4:9)   

We are very blessed to have help in the ministry.  Kevin and Amy Arthur moved here 

two months ago and are now settled in and very involved in the ministry of Shining 

Light Baptist Church.  They are a great asset to the work that God has given us.  We 

have only laboured together for a couple of months, but I can already see an increase in 

productivity. 
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Their efforts will enable us to reach more people and train more labourers for the harvest.   The heavenly 

Father knows exactly who and what are needed for the task at hand, and I am certainly glad for those who are 

attentive to his leading. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

~ Men ς Pray for our men; pray that their hearts will be open so that God can impress upon them to reach 

more men.  There are some attendees that have not yet received Christ; pray for their salvation. 

~ Building Project ς The landlord of the home that we are living in says that our rent is too cheap, and he 

wants to make an increase.  It takes every penny that we have to pay for the church property, one employee 

salary, construction materials, and labour.  We have not even started on the construction of our own home 

yet.  If our rent increases, this will certainly put a halt to our building project.   

~ Wisdom and Protection ς My wife and I need wisdom as we counsel with those who are dealing with the 

repercussions of sin.  My family certainly needs a continual hedge of protection placed about us by God.  

~Bibles ς I have a very limited amount of Bibles that we are giving away to those who complete the Bible- 

memory program.  The wide-margin Bibles that we are using are published by Bearing Precious Seed in 

Milford, Ohio.  They cost us about $40.00 each. 

~ Bus ς We truly believe that our growth is limited due to the lack of transportation.  Most people do not own 

vehicles, and public transportation is very undependable, especially on the weekends. Our current meeting 

place sits about a mile off the road, which makes it very time-consuming shuttling people in and out (which is 

why we also need to get our building erected on the main highway).  The bus and van that we have are simply 

not enough, and it is too expensive to rent vans every weekend. We must have another bus. 

  

We certainly appreciate all those who have determined to remain faithful in your partnership with the 

ministry here.  We also appreciate the extra financial help that was given over the past couple of months 

during times of immediate and unexpected added expense (such as the puncture and purchase of 10 vehicle 

tires in one week).  We covet your prayers as we continually pray for you.  May God continue to use us all in 

the furtherance of the Gospel, and may His richest blessings be upon you in all your endeavours for Him.     

Making much of Jesus, 

 

 

Missionary Mike Leonard  

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION  

We now have Vonage, a U. S. phone number that works through our internet.  Because of our satellite 

connection, we may not be able to answer, although we will receive the call.   If we cannot answer, 

please leave a message, and we will return your call.  You do not need a computer or internet for this 

to work ; you can dial fro m any cell or land line phone :  219-695-4205.   

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 


